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Natural Edge Bowls

For the purpose of this discussion we will consider the face grain oriented natural edge bowl. Tools and
techniques discussed in this document will differ from tho$ere you are cutting into end grain.

Natural edged bowls are similar to standard treen ware and decorative bowls in the respect that it takes
the same tool positions, same cuts, and same skills to make them. Some people find them a little
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you can easily avoid them. These bowls are generally thinner than treen and highlight the natural bark
edge or jagged burl on the outside of the tree.
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This documenwill discuss the ideas of designing, preparing, and turning natural edge boaiada
grain orientation. These same principals can be appliehtbgrain oriented bowls but the tools
required would change to optimize the cut.

Preparation and Design

To prepare for turning a natural edged bowl we need to talk about design. The features of a natural
edged bowl that make it have an impact are the uneven edges, inclusions, bark characteristics, and the
curve of the piece.
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had some success with straight lagswell The key is, the more features, bumps, and uneven surfaces

the blank has, the more you can use those to your advantage in the natgalpdce. Here are some
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In the burl above, there is a lot of interest in the bark. There is a definitive line between the bark and
the wood and the bark is somewhat thicWhat makes this bowl is the uneven rim eff®y the
rounded bottom.

The piece above had dramatic cracks in the log prior to turning and the outside edge had oxidized or
possibly burned. This created interesting inclusions in the wood. The blank was set slightly off center
when turned to exposenore of one side of the blank. This gave the effect that there were dips in the
top edge of the bowl even though the log was round.
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The natural inltision on the side of the boveldds even more interest.
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